
Cheryl F. Nelson, DVM, has practiced veterinary medicine since 1980, working in more than 40 

states throughout her career. A graduate of Colorado State University’s professional veterinary 

program, Dr. Nelson brings decades of hands-on veterinary experience together with specialized 

knowledge in tactical, emergency, and working dog care. 

She is a Fellow of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, a subject matter expert for 

InfraGard and the Foundation for Infrastructure Resilience, and a founding member of KYTEMS 

(Kentucky Tactical EMS). Since 2008, she has worked with EMS, fire, search and rescue, fish 

and game, and law enforcement professionals, expanding her role into the tactical response 

world. In 2010, she became a HazMat Technician, and from 2011 to 2022 she served with the 

Louisville Metro Police Department Hazardous Incident Response Team as a radiation specialist. 

Since 2014, Dr. Nelson has taught K9 Tactical Emergency Critical Care across the country, 

including in Nevada, Colorado, Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, North Carolina, 

Virginia, and Florida. Her instruction is grounded in real-world experience and a deep 

commitment to advancing the health, safety, and operational readiness of working dogs and their 

handlers. 

 


