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2027 Working Dog Search & Rescue Summit Class Descriptions

Applied Scent Theory & Environmental Effects

This class provides a clear, practical understanding of how odor moves and changes in real-world search
environments. Topics include wind, temperature, humidity, terrain, vegetation, structures, water, and
other conditions that influence scent movement and availability. Emphasis is placed on applying scent
theory to search planning and handler decisions rather than relying on assumptions about where odor
should be.

Takeaway: Better search decisions grounded in how scent actually behaves across changing
environments.

Reading the Dog: Changes of Behavior, Alerts & Handler Interpretation

This class focuses on what the dog communicates throughout a search, from odor acquisition and loss to
changes of behavior, fringe work, trained alerts, and uncertainty. Attendees will examine how distraction,
fatigue, avoidance, and handler influence can be mistaken for odor-related behavior. Emphasis is placed
on separating observation from assumption and making sound decisions based on the dog’s behavior, the
environment, and the assignment.

Takeaway: Stronger reads, fewer false assumptions, and clearer interpretation of canine behavior in the
field.



Search Strategy & Navigation

Effective searches require more than good dogs—they require sound planning, disciplined execution, and
clear decision-making. This class covers search strategy fundamentals, terrain and movement
considerations, resource deployment, and the practical use of navigation tools to define, document, and
evaluate search coverage.

Attendees will learn how search planning directly affects canine success, how poor strategy creates false
“misses,” and how navigation is used to support accountability, safety, and operational efficiency during
active missions.

Takeaway: Better-planned searches that fully support canine capability, reduce wasted effort, and
improve team coordination and outcomes.

Trailing, Scent Discrimination, and Trail Decisions

This class examines the handler decisions that shape a trailing deployment, beginning with scent article
selection and the start of the trail. Topics include contamination, negative trails, intersections, vehicle
departures, urban and wilderness transitions, leash handling, loss of trail, and reacquisition. Instruction
focuses on recognizing when the dog has a viable trail and knowing when to continue, restart, redirect, or
end the search.

Takeaway: More informed trail decisions, cleaner starts, and greater confidence in interpreting the dog
throughout the search.

Human Remains Detection (HRD)

This class addresses the unique considerations involved in HRD work, including odor characteristics,
search planning, environmental challenges, and handler responsibility. Instruction focuses on operational
context rather than sensationalism, emphasizing professionalism, accuracy, and the role HRD plays
within larger search and recovery efforts.

Takeaway: Clearer understanding of HRD operations and the expectations placed on HRD teams in the
field.

Emergency First Aid for Handlers and Dogs

This session covers essential first aid principles for both handlers and dogs during training and
operational deployments. Topics include injury recognition, immediate care, environmental emergencies,
and preparation for field response. Instruction emphasizes practical actions handlers can take before
advanced medical care is available.

Takeaway: Increased readiness to manage injuries and emergencies in the field.
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